Minutes of the Recreation and Parks Advisory Board

August 14, 2008

Present: 

Board: Anne Banks, Gene Brooks, David Cook, Sandy Dodge, Adam Fruh, Chris Guy, Sue Henning, Joanne Jennings, Bob Wade

City: Jamie Saitta

Other: Charlotte Kress (New Hyalite View), Marianne Amsden (County Park and Trail update, GallEP), Ted Lange (GVLT), Judy Blackmore

Minutes: The minutes were approved as written. Sandy noted as a footnote to the minutes that he cannot serve on both the RPAB and the new city ethics committee.

Public Comment: Malfunctions near Knolls development: Charlotte Kress reported that the inside lock on the door of the unisex restroom at the city pump station at the south end of Burke Park doesn’t work. She also suggested better signage to let the public know the restroom is there. In addition, sprinklers bordering Highland Blvd are running continuously. No one knew whether these belong to the city or the developer; Sandy will check.

County park and trail update: Marianne Amsden, substituting for Mike Harris, reported that the county has two existing plans: the 1989 Recreation and Parks plan, which is not very comprehensive and needs an update, and the 2001 trails plan, which was never incorporated into the county growth plan and therefore has no teeth. Marianne and Ada Montague, a new county planner, have presented a resolution to the county commission recommending a new plan, Gallatin Interconnect, which would contain an inventory of existing parks and trails and their attributes, levels of service, funding mechanisms and more. They are working on the inventory, and the county has hired an intern to do “ground-proofing”—checking park and trail locations and attributes. They hope to finish the inventory by early fall. The county Board of Parks Commissioners is more or less involved through Mike Harris. They have contacted municipalities in the county except for Bozeman; Marianne’s report to the RPAB is an initial contact. Marianne gave a copy of the PROST plan to Ada. Ted noted that GVLT has GIS map layers showing trail easements. Anne suggested Marianne contact former city planner Jody Sanford for information on levels of service, determining attributes, and other aspects of preparing the PROST plan.

GallEP: Sandy had given a list of questions about proposed amendments to the PROST plan regarding equestrian trail connections, destinations, standards, etc. (See attached list.) Marianne suggested that rather than amending the PROST plan, this information become an addendum to the plan, referencing pertinent sections of the plan. GallEP information will be added to the activities website. Marianne also inquired about a possible liaison from RPAB to the county effort; Ted is interested in the comprehensive document preparation; David will help.

Committee Reports:

· There were no subdivisions to be reviewed. Sandy recommended that because of the slowdown in residential development and the city’s laying off the affordable housing administrator, there should be a moratorium on the affordable housing requirement for subdivisions. He will discuss this with Chris Kukulski. 

· Landfill uses: Sandy reported that Terry, who is on the dump watchdog committee, had visited Butte’s landfill, which has been transformed into a park, with four softball fields and a driving range. Why not Bozeman?! Our landfill still has three unused cells.

· Activities Committee: Bob will contact everyone on the list to make sure all information is up-to-date.

Liaison reports: 
· GVLT: Ted reported that the Snowfill got a generous donation to complete the fencing and other improvements. A grand opening will be held on September 9, with various activities. Dogs are invited. The Drinking Horse Mountain trail has been built but needs more fencing and signage before it can be opened to the public. Additional funding is still needed for bridge approaches; the bridge itself has been paid for. The Regional Park bridge is being fabricated by Intrinsik Architecture and should be ready for installation soon. Recent storms have made trail reconstruction around town necessary; additional adopt-a-trail sponsors are needed. Park Improvement Grant projects still need work. The Mountain Sky Foundation is working on a park and trail summit conference to be held in the spring of 2009; possible trail grants may result. Ted also noted that the final Transportation Plan public meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 20, at 6:30 pm in the High School cafeteria.

· Bicycle Advisory Board: Bob reported that 42 Bozeman businesses are offering bicycle riding benefits: anyone riding a bike to the business while wearing a bike helmet with the appropriate sticker will receive a discount. He also reported that the city has purchased a sweeper to sweep bike lanes. Commissioner Sean Becker is the liaison to the board.

There was no mayor’s report.

Recreation Program Manager’s Report: See attached report.

Park Superintendent’s Report: See attached report.

Gene noted that Thom has done a fantastic job preparing the Legion ball fields for the regional tournament and had also swept city trails for the Bozeman Classic races.

Other: Sue inquired what action the commission had taken on the City Band Shell – “nada!” was the reply.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Banks

