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P.O. Box 1230   ·   Bozeman, MT   ·   59771

Minutes of the Recreation & Parks Advisory Board

January 14, 2010

Present:

Board:  Bill VandenBos, Sandy Dodge, Chris Guy, David Cook, Sue Henning, Ada Montague, Bob Wade, Terry Baldus, Wendy Pierce, Betty Stroock, Jared Nelson, Katelyn Miller, Julie Zickovich
City: Carole Brennan, Ron Dingman
Other:  Mike Harris (Gallatin County Open Lands Coordinator), Judy Blackmore
Minutes: Minutes of the Dec. 10 meeting were approved as written.

New Recreation Superintendent:  Ron Dingman introduced Carole Brennan as the new Recreation Superintendent.  She began work on December 18.

New Board Members:  Katelyn Miller and Jared Nelson were introduced as the new student members on the board.  Bill VandenBos, David Cook, Sandy Dodge, and Sue Henning were reappointed to serve terms on the board that will expire in December 2012.
Board Officers:  Terry Baldus presented a slate of officers for 2010, which was unanimously approved.  Bill VandenBos, David Cook, and Wendy Pierce were elected to serve as chair, vice-chair, and secretary, respectively.  Bill gave a brief overview of current committee assignments.

Public Comment:  No public comment was offered.

Committee Reports:

Subdivision Review – No new subdivisions have come before the committee.  

· With the departure of Adam Fruh, Ada Montague, and Kaaren Jacobson from the committee, additional members would be welcome. 

· Meadow Creek Subdivision has been dissolved and now is in the foreclosure process; new ownership passing to four independent groups.  Phase one is proceeding under its new ownership with their parkland dedication requirement having been met.  The Planning Department will meet with the new ownership of the other three parcels to try to resolve parkland issues.  The main park, Miller Park, was essential to the overall park plan, but now resides in the parcel with the smallest parkland requirement.  It is essential that none of the three remaining owner groups proceed in developing under the original plan without the development of Miller Park.

· Laurel Glen still has not completed their park master plan as stipulated by RPAB at our October 8, 2009 meeting.  This must be completed and approved by the Commission so that work can proceed in the spring.

Activities Committee – The committee seeks the addition of a member with website design expertise. The committee requests that all board members regularly review infobozeman.com to see if the information there is correct and current.  Let Bob or Sandy know of needed updates. 
Liaison Reports:

Bike Board:  The City Planning Board will present the “Complete Streets Resolution” to the City Commission on Feb. 2.  The Bike Board voted to support this resolution.  The Complete Streets Resolution provides access for pedestrians, bicyclists, transit vehicles and riders, children, the elderly and people with disabilities in all new road construction and reconstruction projects.  The passage of this resolution may have impacts on the PROST Plan.  

County Parks and Trails: Ada reported that the county is formulating a plan and is in the process of public outreach.  Ada shared the results of public outreach so far.  On Thursday, January 21 there will be a town hall meeting about the county plan, which will employ the “levels of service” approach.  Mike Harris from the county explained that the plan is a way of looking at parks and recreation countywide.  
Gallatin Valley Land Trust: The “Tracks for Trails” fundraiser is scheduled for February 27.
Mayor’s Report: The new City Commission has not yet appointed its RPAB liaison.

Recreation Report: Carole Brennan introduced herself to the RPAB and spent some time detailing the ongoing issues of the Swim Center facilities.  She reported that all staff has renewed certifications, and that she is looking at recreation offerings for the coming year and how to best serve the public.
Parks Division Report:  Thom White was not present.

Recreation & Parks Director Report: Ron Dingman detailed the Capital Improvement Plan being recommended by the City Manager to the Commission as follows: 

· 2010/2011

· Parks – 1 new truck-$25,00, Park Improvement Grants cut back to $75,000, Story Mansion irrigation-$35,000

· Recreation – Swim Center renovations $204,000, Bogert Pool repairs-$78,000

· 2011/2012

· Parks – articulating tractor- $105,000, replace playground equipment at Jarrett Park-$50,000, 4x4 tractor with bucket -$75,000, mower- $48,000 Park Improvement Grants - $75,000.

· Recreation – Bogert Pool Repairs- $382,000, Bogert wheel chair lift- $12,000, deck at Lindley-$34,000

Ron also reported that the City is moving ahead with the Bogert Park tennis court improvements, despite the political pressure.  


Thom White is slated to present an overview of the Park Improvement Grant program to the City Commission on February 1. A resolution documenting the Park Improvement Grant program will also be presented to the commission for adoption as well as a memo recommending that RPAB members not be required to file Financial Disclosure forms as the board has no spending authority.

Construction is scheduled to start on the College/Huffine pathway in the spring.

FYI:  Betty Stroock expressed interest in working toward installing playground equipment in parks that have none.
Meeting was adjourned 8:25

Bozeman Recreation & Parks Advisory Board meetings are open to all members of the public. If you have a disability that requires assistance, please contact our ADA Coordinator, James Goehrung, at 582‑3232 (TDD 582‑2301).
