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P.O. Box 1230   ·   Bozeman, MT   ·   59771

Minutes of the Recreation and Parks Advisory Board

July 10, 2008

Present: 

Board: Anne Banks, Gene Brooks, David Cook, Sandy Dodge, Adam Fruh, Joanne Jennings, Ted Koterwas, Wendy Pierce, Bill VandenBos, Bob Wade

City: Ron Dingman, Jamie Saitta, Thom White

Other: Judy Blackmore

Minutes: The minutes were approved as written.

There was no public comment.

Recreation Department report: See attached report from Jamie Saitta. Jamie also passed around photos from department activities and a signup sheet for the Sweet Pea kids’ race on August 2.

Committee reports: 

Sandy noted that there were no subdivisions reviewed this month; however, there will be a meeting to review a modified version of West Winds on Friday, July 29 at 10 a.m. at the Planning Office.

Activities: Sandy reported that the Website continues to receive large numbers of hits daily (averaging 480/day this month).

Park Improvement Grants: Thom reported that there are two “dead” grants – grants on which no action has been taken for at least a year since their award: resurfacing of the Bogert tennis courts and installation of recreation equipment at North Meadows park. The committee recommended that the $5000 unused at Bogert be applied to the handicapped fishing dock at the Bozeman Pond, and that the city Parks Department install a basketball hoop and play equipment at North Meadow. There were no objections from the board.

ForParks: Joanne reported that planning continues for the Dinosaur Playground, the group’s remaining responsibility.

Liaison reports: In Ted’s absence, Anne reported that GVLT projects are proceeding well: two large donations have been received;  the first, to complete the Snowfill fencing and trail construction, with a projected opening later in July; the second, for a bridge in the Regional Park. Additional funding is supporting work at Drinking Horse Mountain: Terry Johnson is working on the trail; he has reached the summit and is continuing down the north side. Fundraising continues for the bridge there. 

There was no mayor’s report.

Park and Recreation Director’s report: Ron stated that the properties on East Main adjoining Lindley park are owned by Gene Badgley. Bids on the property will be accepted until July 28. Ron wants to submit a bid on behalf of the city using cash-in-lieu funds: there is approximately $180,000 in the account now, with an additional $275 anticipated in the near future. Ron requested the board’s opinion; the board was in favor of making the bid, although the amount of money is likely to be insufficient to buy the property. David suggested asking the library for assistance, since the land adjoins library property as well.

David also noted that Mayor Jacobson has asked the city legal department to refer the question of library vs city control of the lands surrounding the library to the state attorney general for an opinion.

Six applications for the Aquatics Director position have been submitted; interviews will take place next week.

Ron remarked that city attorney Paul Luwe is retiring the end of July.

Park Department report: See attached report. Joanne asked whether Rose Park will open this fall. Thom said that it should, although the group involved needs frequent prodding.

Other: Sandy suggested reviewing  the board’s by-laws and ethics statement in the near future. The review will be on the September agenda. There was a question as to whether the board currently has by-laws. The city has a code of ethics; Sandy has been asked to serve on the city’s ethics committee.

Respectfully submitted, 

Anne Banks

