Bozeman Recreation & Parks Advisory Board

[image: image1.jpg]



P.O. Box 1230   ·   Bozeman, MT   ·   59771

Minutes of the Recreation and Parks Advisory Board

July 9, 2009

Present:

Board:  Bill VandenBos, David Cook, Bob Wade, Betty Stroock, Tawnya Storm, Brenda Truman, Ada Montague, Terry Baldus, Julie Zickovich, Wendy Pierce, Sandy Dodge.

City: Thomas White, Chuck Winn

Other: Salal McGee

Chair:  The meeting was chaired by Bill VandenBos.

Minutes:  Minutes were approved as amended.

Public Comment:  Mary Vant Hull presented the board with a plaque in appreciation of support for the Dinosaur Playground. 

Chuck Winn gave the Board a heads up that Bogert Pool patrons will most likely be contacting the Board with some issues.

Terry Baldus:  Terry represented the Board at the Dinosaur Playground opening, emphasizing the use of Park Improvement Grants.  Terry handed out an outline of information she would like the Board to give input on for Parks Improvement Grant presentation.  Terry also reported on vandalism at the Softball Complex- -hinges were taken off the concession stand doors.
Gallatin Valley Land Trust:  Sandy Dodge has joined the GVLT trails committee.  Ada Montague announced various volunteer opportunities with GVLT.

East End Lands:  David Cook will present at a later date.

Committee Reports:

Parklands as Infrastructure:  Sandy Dodge attended this meeting.  The general outcome of this meeting was the need for developers to post bond in case they do not fulfill their park development obligation.  The City would like to put some “teeth” into the park land obligation.  The issuance of building permits could be made contingent upon master plan completion and a posted bond.

Prost Update:  Sandy Dodge attended this meeting.  Equestrian trails were discussed.  Andy Epple feels this is a county issue, but the commissioners have given a directive for the city to look at it.  Andy does not feel that there are any trails within the city that are suitable for multiple use (with horses).  Andy would be happy to look at multiple use once the interconnect plan is finished.

Workforce Housing Ordinance Review:  The Board voted unanimously to adopt the position on the Workforce Housing Ordinance as articulated by Sandy Dodge (attached).

Subdivision Review-Laurel Glen:  Sandy Dodge attended this meeting.  Laurel Glen remains significantly behind in developing its parkland.  They have still not completed their park master plan for RPAB approval.

Liaison Reports:

Biking Group:  Bob Wade passed out information, and continues to work toward having the Bike Board represented at subdivision review.  David Cook is assisting.

Mayor's Report: The Mayor, Kaaren Jacobsen, was not in attendance.

Friends of Bogert Park:  Salal McGee spoke about plans for Bogert.  There was a discussion of forming or using a current foundation for funds that specifically go for individual parks.  The Friends of Bogert Park is planning a fundraiser just for Bogert to put in bike racks, garbage can holders, and other small changes.  There was discussion about how to go about keeping money specifically for parks as more groups are forming to help specific parks.  Our Board is very supportive of those efforts.

Parks and Recreation Director’s Report:  Ron Dingman was not in attendance.

Parks Division Report:  See attached report.

Other:  There was discussion of the economic impact parks and recreation has on the community, bringing in sports events, etc.  Betty Stroock offered to try to get the word out to the public in order to get more funding for parks from the commission.
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Adopted July 9, 2009
Much has changed since the City Commission enacted the Workforce Housing Ordinance in 2007.  The entire nation got a huge unwelcome dose of reality and the Bozeman housing market was certainly not immune.  Now that the time to review the effectiveness of this program has arrived, the Recreation and Parks Advisory Board would like to offer its opinion.  

Here are the current market conditions as we see them:

· The HUD income figures to which the Workforce Housing Ordinance is keyed are up 5.6% from 2007
.

· There is a very large inventory of affordable residential units on the market now.  As of June 21, 2009 there were 259 units on the market at $250,000 or less; 130 units priced at $189,000 or less.

· The First Time Homebuyer’s Tax Credit adds another $8,000 of affordability to the Workforce Housing Ordinance target market.
The City itself no longer supports the day-to-day costs of the Workforce Housing Ordinance program.  The position of Workforce Housing Administrator has been eliminated, and the budget environment seems unlikely to return to its previously robust state any time soon. Yet it appears that there is no way this program can succeed without a fulltime administrator.

Financing the Workforce Housing Ordinance comes at the expense of other valued programs.  Along with the administration expense there is the “cost offset” expense that will be borne by the citizens of Bozeman in the form of lost parkland and impact fees.  

Given these factors we conclude that the City can no longer afford to give away parkland to finance this unneeded and unsupported program. It is estimated that the loss of park acreage to the City under this program will be 11% of all future parkland.  The value of parkland to a cityscape goes far beyond the temporary and transitory whims of the marketplace and the continued forfeiture of parkland, well meaning as it may be, is a shortsighted and ineffectual strategy.  In this economic climate it is wrong for the people of Bozeman to subsidize development of properties for which there is no need and ownership of which needs to be rationed and controlled.   Therefore the Recreation and Parks Advisory Board recommends the City abandon this program and repeal the Workforce Housing Ordinance.

July 09 Park Report

· The Bogert Bandshell repair has been completed with the first city band concert commencing last Tuesday. One other thing we have noticed; a rather mundane routine like violin lessons become a special activity when performed on a cool platform. Most of the input has been very positive regarding the repair, aesthetics and timeframe in which it was completed. The majority of the kudos goes to Yellowstone Traditions for diligently keeping everyone on task and going above and beyond to get the bandshell ready for the majority of the summer. 

· The restroom replacement project at Kirk has begun with the installation of temporary power for the irrigation system. As of this writing, the building is coming down today. 

· The Parks Division has utilized a Montana Conservation Corp crew to improve and maintain numerous trails throughout the trial system. Next week, the MCC crew will be working on a temporary trail that leads to the new Dinosaur Playground. 

· The Parks crews have been busy keeping up with the grass, trail and playground maintenance; garbage/dog stations and the overall increase in general park activity. A couple of the additional challenges the division has tackled are: the watering of the hedge and sod at the Story Mansion and the mowing of previously contracted out areas such as City Hall, Soroptimist’s Park, Creekside Park….. Etc…- The majority of the user groups are winding up their summer schedules (baseball, fastpitch and soccer) therefore we can break out the aerator and start getting the fields in shape for the late summer/fall activities. This is not the best time to aerate due to the on-coming heat-yet it is the only time we get in between seasons. 

· We would also like to express our thanks to Mayor Jacobsen for volunteering to water the Mansion grounds/sod/hedge over the Fourth of July weekend. The additional water definitely helped keep all the vegetation alive and thriving. Thanks again!

· ******* Temporary fences have been added to the Sports Complex fields in preparation for a regional fast-pitch softball tournament this weekend. The importance of our athletic facilities and the on-going maintenance and development can be illustrated simply here with a few numbers:  70 fastpitch  teams are coming to Bozeman this weekend = at least 840 players –plus- mom and dad =2520 people-at a minimum- coming to Bozeman this weekend just for this one tournament. This does not account for a smaller regional tournament that is taking place at Kirk Park. “Build it-they will come- keep it maintained – and they will keep coming-year after year!!”
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