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P.O. Box 1230   ·   Bozeman, MT   ·   59771

Minutes of the Recreation and Parks Advisory Board

June 12, 2008

Present: 

Board: Terry Baldus, Anne Banks, Gene Brooks, David Cook, Sandy Dodge, Adam Fruh, Chris Guy, Sue Henning, Ted Koterwas, Bill VandenBos

City: Sue Harkin, Kaaren Jacobsen, Chris Kukulski, Thom White

Other: Susan Floerchinger, Ruth Strickler, Louis McCarl,  all Darlinton Manor/BMX; Judy Blackmore

Minutes: The minutes of the May meeting were approved as written.

Public Comment: Darlinton residents expressed concerns about the possibility of a police station’s being constructed at the site of the present BMX track . They would prefer the BMX activities to the potential hazards of a police station. Louis McCarl commented that the BMX area was looking better and noted that a possible contribution to paving the parking lot was withdrawn because of the police station rumors. He would also prefer that the area remain a park.

Anne reported concerns from Russ Tuckerman: $4500 in PIG funds remain unspent because no work has been done by the Gardner Park neighbors on the proposed Gardner Park trailhead parking lot; the Goldensteins and the Tuckermans are concerned about the fire hazard if Tuckerman park is not mowed. 

City Manager’s Comments: Chris Kukulski stated that the city is negotiating with the Westlake family about Westlake land adjacent to the current Westlake Park, possibly for the police station. The BMX area is not under consideration, though there seems to be a long-range possibility of BMX moving to the fairgrounds. The Children’s Memorial Garden is “off-limits” for consideration for any other uses. Any action on the police station will require public input.

Chris also noted that three properties on East Main between Lindley Park and the library are being offered at auction. The city doesn’t have the funds to purchase them. Development applications are down; therefore fees from them are also down.

David inquired whether the library board or the city has authority over the land south of the library building. Chris said he doesn’t know. The matter is unclear, though David said that the library board is adamant that they control it. The library board does not want it to be dedicated parkland, as that would preclude sale of any of it for development to the west. 

Cash-in lieu of parkland: (See pink sheet for UDO and MCA authority for cash-in-lieu, also report of C-in-L income and expenditures for fiscal years 2004-08.) Moved by David, approved, that the board track cash-in-lieu so we can be pro-active in its uses. Chris Guy volunteered to head up a committee to do so. Thom said that he and Anna Rosenberry are already tracking it.

Progress on “Four Parks” dedication: David reported that surveys are going on so the parks  (Burke, Centennial, Soroptimist, library land) can be legally dedicated. See above re status of library land. David has asked that dedication of the other three parks proceed as planned.

Parks Tour: See report sent with agenda. Terry took exception to the statement that the city subsidized the Softball Association; it was explained that this involved maintenance. Sandy offered to re-word the offending statement. Chris Guy, seconded by others, thanked Ron and Tom for the usefulness of the tour.

Gene asked if BMX has received all of its PIG funds. Thom said that revisions of the plans have to go back to the city engineers for approval and that BMX is charged fees each time this happens. The funds have all been spent. Thom noted problems with the process. (See Parks report below for more discussion.)

Committee reports: 

Activities and Bike Board liaison: In Bob’s absence, Sandy reported that the activities website continues to receive many hits. Bike-to-work week had many participants in spite of bad weather, and Bob had attended a BABAB meeting.

Subdivision Review: Sandy reported briefly on Village Homesites and Lindley House on East Olive; see reports sent with agenda.

GVLT report: In Ted’s absence, Anne presented the report (attached).

Mayor’s report: Mayor Jacobson commented on the blowup at the commission regarding the halfway house proposed for S. Church Street. She commented on the issues and legal requirements, specifically what the city can’t do. 

The city is now taking reservations for use of the Story Mansion grounds, and Kaaren is giving tours of the Mansion on Sunday afternoons. Friends of the Story Mansion are organizing as a 501(c)(3)to raise funds. There are limitations on the use of grant funds received. As far as a sale goes, the city cannot accept offers of less than 90% of the appraised value.

Recreation Department report: Sue presented Adam with an award for his work on the Beall landscaping. See attached report.

Parks Department report: See attached report. The “stagnated” PIG funds were discussed briefly. The committee will review applications and progress to date and make recommendations for remaining funds’ use. 

Thom also noted that the department’s budget will be cut and that he and Doug are tracking expenditures.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Banks

