Bozeman Recreation & Parks Advisory Board

[image: image1.jpg]



P.O. Box 1230   ·   Bozeman, MT   ·   59771

Minutes of the Recreation and Parks Advisory Board

May 8, 2008

Present:

Board: Anne Banks, Gene Brooks, David Cook, Sandy Dodge, Adam Fruh, Chris Guy, Sue Henning, Joanne Jennings, Ted Koterwas, Wendy Pierce, Bill VandenBos

City: Sue Harkin, Thom White

Other: Jeanne Wesley-Wiese, Northeast Urban Renewal Board; Chris Nixon, Northeast Neighborhood Association; Iverna Huntsman, DAR plaque; Ted Lange, GVLT; Judy Blackmore 

Minutes: The minutes were approved as written.

Public Comment: Jeanne Wesley-Wiese of the Northeast Urban Renewal Board  commented on the shortage of parks and open space in the Northeast Neighborhood and the fact that cash-in-lieu of parkland funds derived from projects in the neighborhood have not been spent there. (See letter passed out at meeting).

Chris Nixon, president of NENA, brought attention to a special meeting of NENA on May 19 to consider a statement on neighborhood interest in the wetlands area between I-90 and the Village Downtown and the effects of an extension of Oak Street cutting through the wetlands that may be considered in the 2008 Transportation Plan. (See notice distributed at meeting.)

Beall Park Plaque: Iverna Huntsman asked for approval of a plaque honoring Ella Clark Martin, prepared by the local chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution and approved by the national organization, to be installed in the Beall Park Recreation Center. Moved by David, approved, that the plaque be installed. A dedication ceremony will be held on June 22 at 1 p.m.

Criteria for Parks Reservations: Thom recommended that because of pressure on park facilities and conflicts among users that criteria for reservations be adopted. Sandy suggested that a list should be drawn up and presented for approval at the next meeting. 

Committee Reports:

· Subdivision Review: Sandy reported on the following:

· Dab Dabney’s Montana Cottages project has broken ground; photos were shown.

· Oak Meadows: developers want to install a soccer field instead of the proposed climbing boulders and landscaped berms. (See letter.) Moved by Bill, passed, that we approve the request. Note that climbing boulders might be included in the plan for future reference to forestall the need for a master plan amendment.

· PROST Plan: The plan shows a trail bisecting the wastewater plant expansion. In exchange for giving up the trail, the plant will install a trail along the East Gallatin with a small parking lot and boat launch.

· Sandy also mentioned the proposed GallEP amendments to the plan.

· Activities: The website received an average of 406 hits per day lst month. Sandy asked to create a link from the Team Delphine women’s cycling  team site to the activities site, approved.

· Foundation Committee: Bill reported that the committee has been relatively inactive; they are working on by-laws and an MOU with the city. David commented that the foundation needs to be completely separate from the city, unlike the library foundation. Chris recommended a liaison from the foundation to the RPAB for communication purposes.

· There was no fee committee report.

Liaison Reports:

· FOR Parks: Joanne reported that the agreement has been completed with the Leathers Company for the Dinosaur Playground. Installation will take place in May 2009.
· GVLT: Ted reported on several items:

· Trails Day June 7: there are three trail work projects: East Gallatin Recreation Area, Drinking Horse Mountain, and Snowfill, followed by a picnic at the East Gallatin and a Drinking Horse Mountain Hike.

· The Watershed Festival will be held May 17 at the Fish Technology Center, beginning at 10 a.m. with kids’ events and a Drinking Horse Mountain hike, followed by a GVLT fundraiser for Drinking Horse Mountain from 3 p.m. on with live music, food and drinks.

· Burke Park: The city has approved the purchase of the Burke lots, and the settlement and buy/sell agreement have been signed with the Burkes. The source of the city funds has not been decided. The request for $125,000 in Open Lands funds was denied by the county commission in site of the Open Lands Board’s recommendation for approval.

· Snowfill: a donation has been received for trail work; the area is closed until trail work and fence repair are completed and the grass is well established.

· Sourdough Trailhead: the Forest Service has agreed to acquire the land and has applied to Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks for a $125,000 grant for its acquisition and development.

· “Safe Trail” from Bozeman to Belgrade: Ted and Mary Vant Hull met with Mike Cok about a trail route along his Harper-Puckett Road property for this purpose. Mike Cok also made helpful suggestions about working with adjacent landowners.

· GVLT is hiring a summer Trail Boss to coordinate volunteer efforts. NRDC has adopted the Gallagator Trail.

· GVLT has also written a grant proposal to FWP for $30,000 for a bridge in the regional park; this should provide a focal point for more development.

There was no mayor’s report.

Recreation Department: See attached report. Sue also announced that landscaping at Beall Park will take place at 10:30 Monday; board members are welcome to help.

Parks Department report: See attached report.

Other: Anne inquired what had happened to the Cash-in-Lieu of Parkland Committee. Apparently it is waiting for Tim Cooper’s report.

David stated that we need to have some concrete plans for use of cash-in-lieu funds to counter the commission’s possible decision to use all the funds (~$500,000) to purchase the Burke lots. David will ask Anna Rosenberry for an accounting of the C-I-L funds.

The New Hyalite View neighbors want someone to come talk to them about parks on Tuesday, May 13; David volunteered.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Banks

