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P.O. Box 1230   ·   Bozeman, MT   ·   59771

Minutes of the Recreation and Parks Advisory Board

November 13, 2008

Present:
Board: Terry Baldus, Anne Banks, David Cook, Sandy Dodge, Adam Fruh, Chris Guy, Sue Henning, Joanne Jennings, Ted Koterwas, Wendy Pierce, Bill VandenBos, Bob Wade

City: Sue Harkin, Kaaren Jacobson, Thom White

Other: Marianne Amsden, GallEP; Judy Blackmore, Peter Thompson

Minutes: The October minutes were approved as written. It was noted that the city’s website is no longer posting the minutes; Sandy will check into reasons. He also noted that it is time to talk with HD 63 representative JP Pomnichowski about legislation on cash-in-lieu of parkland valuation.

Public comment: Marianne Amsden of GallEP presented an addendum and rationale for equestrian needs to be added to the 2007 PROST Plan (handed out at the meeting). She is also trying to get this added to the Transportation Plan currently under consideration. The PROST committee will review the document; Sandy will ask Dave Skelton to find out which planning staff member should be included.

Marianne also noted that the county is working on a trails plan. Sandy will receive the group’s; agenda and pass it on to others who are interested. The County Planning Board has a vacancy; Marianne urged anyone eligible to apply.

City-wide Board Ethics Training: This will be conducted by the Local Government Center, dates and times TBA.

Beall Park Master Plan: Rob Pertzborn of Intrinsic has offered to prepare a plan, cost approximately $3000. Thom said that Park Improvement Grant funds could be used for this. Moved by Terry, approved, that $3000 is made available.

Committee Reports: 

· Subdivision review: 

· Meadow Creek: Sandy noted the two conditions imposed by Dave Skelton for an extension of preliminary plat approval discussed at previous meetings. 

· West Winds: a proposed drainage swale (see map on reverse of agenda) was approved by Thom.

· Cowdrey Towers: See report sent out with agenda proposing alternative to cash-in-lieu of parkland. David asked Kaaren to inform the board of when this would appear on the commission agenda so the board could prepare testimony. Kaaren agreed to do so. David and Terry will work on the presentation.

· Nominating Committee: Bill and Terry will serve on this committee.

Mayor’s report: Kaaren reported that sewer rates will increase, with the amount and timing dependent on growth. The federal stimulus package is expected to include infrastructure help, with projects that are ready to go first in line. She also noted that the Town and Country grocery store application will be heard by the commission Monday, November 17.

There was no Park and Recreation Director’s report. 

Park Superintendent’s report: see attached report. Terry suggested a report to the commission showing the benefits of the Park Improvements Grants. Sue Henning asked whether money for the Bogert bandshell had been placed in a separate account; the answer was yes, with $68.5 thousand in the account.

Recreation Department report: There are job openings for ice skating instructors; signs to this effect have been posted at the Haynes Pavilion. Recreation staff are offering recreation programs for 6-12-year-olds at the Lindley Center on November 14 (parent-teacher conferences), and the Swim Center will have an afternoon youth special. Because the ventilation system required to install a stovetop at the Beall Park Recreation Center was too expensive, an oven and granite counter top have been installed instead. Sue and the Recreation Department received the Bozeman Historic Preservation Advisory Board’s 2008 award for Excellence in Civic Rehabilitation at a ceremony on November 7 at the Beall Center. The Recreation Department will be going before the commission on November 17 to request a budget amendment for $211 thousand for engineering work and a heating and ventilation system at the Swim Center. One new unit would replace the eight separate existing units. Renovation of the Bogert Pool might be a candidate for stimulus package funds. Sue also noted the party at Terry Baldus’s house on December 15 (details to follow).

Other: Peter Thompson, who is working on an MSU Capstone project, wanted to know how city parks handle recycling. Thom replied that parks are “garbage generating,” and that the city doesn’t have the manpower to sort the garbage. Simply collecting it is a time-consuming job. Sue noted that the city does have a recycling person and that the Swim Center and Beall Center have recycling bins.  Terry and Thom lamented the fact that not everyone bothers to use bins or trash cans.

Bob congratulated Dan Mc Carthy for doing a super job running the Swim Center.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Banks 

.

