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P.O. Box 1230   ·   Bozeman, MT   ·   59771
Minutes of the Recreation and Parks Advisory Board

October 14, 2010

Present:


Board: William VandenBos, Sandy Dodge, Tawnya Storm, Bob Wade, Sue Henning, Terry Baldus, Julie Zickovich, Jared Nelson, Chris Guy


City: Ron Dingman, Carole Brennan

Meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by William VandenBos.  

Minutes:  Minutes of the 09 September 2010 meeting were approved.  Terry Baldus made the motion and Bob Wade seconded.

Public Comment: Kathy Brown (Bozeman resident) speaking for the Friends of the Bozeman Swim Center expressed several concerns regarding the management and operation of the Swim Center, as well as the recent locker room remodel. Kathy submitted a letter from the 9:15 Water Aerobics Class Members detailing their concerns.

Committee Reports:

Subdivision Review – Sandy Dodge.  Meadow Creek:  Sandy Dodge provided an update on discussions between Tom Fink and Dave Skelton regarding the parkland.  The subdivision review committee will meet with Tom Fink to discuss their plans.


Deputy Mayor’s Report:  No report.


Gallatin Valley Land Trust:  Ted Lange was not present.  Ron Dingman reported for Ted.  Issues brought up included:

· Repaving Gallatin Trail where it gets flooded

· Developing natural playground on east side of Langhor

· October 20th is the 20 year anniversary of GVLT

· Hired new director (Penelope Pierce)


Recreation Division Report – Carole Brennan
· Hiring a recreation leader I and recreation leader II

· Hiring two seasonal recreation I/ice skating instructors

· Jamie Saitta, recreation manager to MPAR Conference in West    


Yellowstone last week

· New front sign at swim center

· New Siemens chemical controller at swim center

· Fall classes and swim lessons in full swing

· Swim team has grown from 76 to 130 in the last six months

· Synch swim has gone from 12 to 26 in the last six months

· Adult recreation fee proposal (see below)



The adult recreation fee proposal generated a considerable amount of discussion and Ron Dingman decided that the proposal needed to be reworked and brought back to the board for endorsement.  An adult recreation fee would be charged to adult programs such as Kick Ball to help support the adult program and other programs.



Parks Division Report – Thom White


See attachment

Recreation Director’s Report – Ron Dingman


Ron has been spending much of his time working with CTEP.  Proposed CTEP projects will be presented to the commission by mid-December.

November meeting cancellation – Motion to cancel the 11 November meeting was made by Sue Henning and seconded by Terry Baldus.  Motion approved.  The meeting was cancelled because it would have occurred on Veteran’s Day.
FYI –  Julie Zickovich and Jared Nelson thanked the city for supporting the Montana State cycling club and GAS cycling club race at the East Gallatin Recreation Area.

Ron Dingman wanted to know how and where the general public might rent skates.  He is looking for input in this area.

Meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m.
Park Report October 2010

· The Indian summer continues on……..translating into heavy park use. On-going responsibilities include: mowing and mulching, dog station maintenance, fall fertilization, aeration, dormant seeding, winterization of the irrigations systems, garbage collection, winterizing certain restrooms (Lindley, Complex, Kirk)- trail maintenance, pulling in picnic tables and getting equipment either ready for the winter or getting equipment bedded down for the winter.  I know I have missed a lot- but those are some of the highlights. 

· The remaining seasonal employees will be done at the end of the pay period (23rd)
· Project status: Rose Park: parking lot has curb and gutter and we are tentatively hoping to asphalt it before the weather gets nasty. East Gallatin: plaza area has been completed along with the volleyball courts. Christie restroom/concessions: open for business as of Saturday October 2nd. (Huge improvement and being able to pull this off has been a highlight of my 20 years here)  Bogert Southern Sidewalk: Will be completed this week.  Bogert basketball court: complete with hoops, Versacourt and fence. Langohr Park: natural playground is being constructed on the east side of the creek. East Gallatin trail: is being re-routed and boardwalked to mitigate the constant washouts we experience every year. Go take a look around at some of the projects that have been done with support and a massive amount of assistance from the community.
· In the “ You don’t have to like it, you just have to do it” department……..the commission slashed $15,000 from the divisions’ contracted services budget ……That translates to relying on the police and fire divisions  to secure the buildings when they are available.  

· The CIP irrigation system ($35,000) at the Story Mansion was also eliminated from the budget this year
· We have started the CIP (Capital Improvement Program) process for FY 12-FY16- which identifies any equipment, projects or infrastructure that is needed that has a value of $10,000 or more and a useful life of one year or more. 
