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P.O. Box 1230   ·   Bozeman, MT   ·   59771

Minutes of the Recreation and  Parks Advisory Board

September 11, 2008

Present:

Board: Anne Banks, Gene Brooks, David Cook, Elizabeth Davis, Sandy Dodge, Adam Fruh, Sue Henning, Joanne Jennings, Ted Koterwas, Wendy Pierce, Bill VandenBos, Bob Wade

City: Ron Dingman, Kaaren Jacobson, Dan McCarthy, Jamie Saitta, Thom White

Other: Judy Blackmore

There was no public comment.

Minutes: The minutes were approved as written.

Committee reports:

· There were no subdivisions to be reviewed.

· Affordable Housing: Sandy consulted with Andy Epple about a moratorium on affordable housing in light of the current construction slowdown and the elimination of the workforce housing administrator’s position. The price point for affordable housing is based on median income for the city; results come out in January. Sandy and Andy will meet again in January to review housing prices and income data. The program is to be reviewed every two years; we are one year into it now. (For more detail, see attached report.)

· Sandy also asked that the RPAB be included in city development tours such as the one the commission just undertook.

Liaison reports:

· For Parks: Joanne reported that there is now a sign at the site of the dinosaur playground. Excavation for it and the 911/fire station is underway.

· Cemetery/BSF: David asked why the city pays BSF $2500 annually. Wendy replied that the money is for Nordic skiing trail grooming in Lindley Park and the adjacent land. It was argued that other groups pay the city for use of parks and fields – why not BSF?  The cost of the equipment and the grooming itself is high, and use of the ski trails is free and open to the public.

Mayor’s report: Kaaren reported that the city budget reflects a downturn in construction and resulting revenues. The Planning Department will be examined quarterly for possible layoffs. Growth is estimated at 3% for the coming year, but the budgeting increase is conservative. Other cutbacks are likely. Kaaren commented that she doesn’t like across-the-board cuts, even if they appear on the surface to be fair; instead we should evaluate the importance of services. Departments need to plan for this.

Joanne inquired about the proposed Bozeman-Livingston cardboard/glass recycling exchange. Kaaren wasn’t aware of it but will look into details.

Anne asked what was going on with the $272,000 in cash-in-lieu of parkland funds that was spent in construction of the library. The library foundation board still does not want any of the library land dedicated as parkland because they want to hold it for possible expansion of the library. There still seem to be legal problems arising from which subdivisions the cash-in-lieu came from, but the city attorney said yes, that the city could get in trouble for using it for anything other than parkland purchase and/or development. He also stated that the city can do what it wants with the land. The commission has the final say.

Ron is talking with the foundation board about dedication of part of the land as parkland. David stated that Chris Kukulski wants to see at least the “Dell” and the thirty-foot Gallagator trail easement dedicated, along with the other three undedicated parks.  He also noted that the $272,000 is part of a ten-item agreement with the board.

Park and Recreation Director’s Report: Ron introduced Dan McCarthy, the new aquatics director. The cash-in-lieu of parkland committee met but the meeting raised as many question as it answered. Ron continues to try to move it along. Ron will try to find out more about cash-in-lieu proposals that never reach his department or the RPAB. 

The CTEP project for bike/pedestrian improvements along College and Huffine from 11th to Ferguson is in the design phase with Peccia and Associates. Ron still wants a ten-foot shared use path on both sides of S. 19th from College south as the road is widened.

Park Superintendent’s Report: See attached report; Thom also replied to Charlotte Kress’s concerns with the restroom door at the Knolls — the door can’t be locked until it is closed from the inside—and the sprinklers running along Highland. The Highlands/Knolls and Potter/Clinton are responsible. Thom recommended holding back part of their line of credit until they fix them He also thanked Adam for his help with landscaping; Adam also offered to help with drafting plans.

The Bogert bandshell demolition proposal will come before the commission on October 6. Joanne suggested having a public meeting separate from the regular RPAB meeting for discussion of Bogert playground equipment.

Recreation Department Report: See attached report; the Lindley Center closure will last from September 12 through October 2. Dan noted that reports on the status of the city swimming pools will be presented to the commission on October 12.

Other: Elizabeth told the board that this would be her last meeting, as she is leaving for college at Oregon State University, and thanked the board for the opportunity to serve.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Banks

