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P.O. Box 1230   ·   Bozeman, MT   ·   59771
Minutes of the Recreation and Parks Advisory Board

September 9, 2010

Present:


Board: Sandy Dodge, Tawnya Storm, Bob Wade, Sue Henning, Terry Baldus, Betty Strock, Jared Nelson, Chris Guy


City: Thom White, Carole Brennan

Meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Sandy Dodge.  Sandy was acting chair in the absence of Bill VandenBos

Minutes:  Minutes of the July 8, 2010 meeting were approved.  Terry Baldus made the motion and Bob Wade seconded.

Public Comment: No public comment was offered.

Committee Reports:


Subdivision Review – Sandy Dodge.  Meadow Creek: some discussion ensued by many of the board members regarding details of the park land.  See subdivision review committee report.  Subdivision review committee report was approved.  Terry made the motion and Bob Wade seconded.


North East Ranch: Kevin Spencer (Developer of the North East Ranch) was present to give an overview of the park land plan and answer questions.  Some discussion ensued by the board regarding the details.  See the subdivision review committee report.  Terry Baldus moved to approve the subdivision review committee report and Betty Strock seconded.  Kevin Spencer did bring up an issue regarding HOA insurance vs. City of Bozeman insurance of subdivision park land.  This topic was discussed and it was agreed that the topic was beyond the scope of the Recreation and Parks Advisory Board.

Deputy Mayor’s Report:  No report.

Gallatin Valley Land Trust:  Ted Lange was not present.  Sandy Dodge reported for GVLT, see attached pdf for specifics.  

Recreation Division Report – Carole Brennan
· Fall and winter recreation guide is out; sign-ups are under way
· Bogert pool closure and dog swim shindig
· Swim center closure and cleaning/upgrade of bathrooms
· Hiring of Recreation II position
· KaBoom Kids Play Day and grant opportunity
· Lindley Roof cleaning
· Rentals of space are going well with wedding, anniversaries, etc.
Parks Division Report – Thom White


See attachment

Recreation Director’s Report – Ron Dingman


Ron was not present.  City Ethics Handbooks were handed out and board members had to initial that they received the handbook.  Board members also had to sign an Acknowledgement of Receipt of the Board of Ethics Handbook.
FYI – No FYI reports

Meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m.
Bozeman Recreation & Parks Advisory Board
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P.O. Box 1230   ·   Bozeman, MT   ·   59771

Park Master Plan Review
        

PLANNER:
 Dave Skelton
 

FROM:
Subdivision Review Committee
SUBJECT:
Meadow Creek Phase 2 Pre-application
              

REVIEWED ON:  
8/20/2010
COMMENTS:   

· The current owner of Phase 2 of the now splintered Meadow Creek Subdivision wants to proceed with development independent of the owners of the other phases.  This is a 20 acre parcel out of a 200 acre development.  Key to the original development was Miller Park, a large active park area.  It is hoped that one day this park will be developed according to the approved park master plan.  This will involve cooperation and cost sharing among the individual owners of the various remaining parcels.  The developer of Phase 2 has proposed creating an interim park of 1.4 acres to be used as active park area until Miller Park is developed, at which time it will be subdivided and sold as buildable lots.  At some point yet to be determined, if Miller Park is not developed, the interim park would become permanent and dedicated to the City.  

ALTERNATIVES:  

· An alternative would be to require the developer to place cash-in-lieu in an escrow account to eventually contribute to the future development of Miller Park.  

RECOMMENDATION:  

· The issue is weighing the future of Miller Park against the recreational needs of the residents of the development.  It is the feeling of the committee that allowing the development of this phase without addressing the immediate needs of its residents would be a mistake.  Therefore we endorse the proposed interim park plan with some caveats:

· The park is to be developed to city standards

· The developer is in no way absolved of responsibility to contribute to the development of Miller Park, should that occur.

· Should Miller Park become a reality, the HOA of Phase 2 will share in the responsibility for its maintenance.  

· The interim park will be equipped with benches and playground equipment that can be eventually moved into Miller Park.  This will satisfy the “Neighborhood Center” requirement.  

· A time be agreed upon to determine whether the interim park be dedicated or subdivided.  

· It is recommended that the 14,000 square foot park in the southeast corner of the phase be dedicated but development can be deferred until the adjacent parkland to the south is dedicated.

FISCAL EFFECTS:   

· It is the opinion of the Subdivision Review Committee that in almost all cases parkland is preferred to cash-in-lieu. 

Norton East Ranch, reviewed on September 3, 2010
•
Norton East Ranch subdivision park plan was approved by RPAB in December of 2007. They came back to the subdivision review committee in April of 2009 with a plan to phase the development.
The problem with this plan was that the main parkland acreage is contained in phase 2. To compensate, they agreed to develop the pocket park (which is within phase 1) to a level above the city requirements and build the parking lot for the main park. They have also agreed to give a parkland easement for the larger park bringing their parkland area up to the required amount for phase 1. The committee agreed with the Planning Department that these stipulations were satisfactory; no board action was required.

•
Since then they have constructed the parking lot and agreed to dedicate all the parkland in the entire development. This is preferable to the original parkland easement proposal.

•
Trail connections have been planned satisfactorily. •
The developer is applying for final plat approval and is requesting RPAB approval of

their park plan.

RECOMMENDATION:

•
Recommend that RPAB approve this park plan as it meets all the previously agreed upon requirements.

FISCAL EFFECTS:

• none 
ALTERNATIVES:

• n/a

GVLT report

Gardiner Park – 

The County is going to develop the Gardiner Park Park using the master plan developed by the City of Bozeman as part of the Three Parks (Gardiner, Tuckerman, McLeod) project.  GVLT has money available from a bridge that was to be built in Tuckerman Park but that plan was abandoned.  Mike Harris from the County is fully behind the project.

Hospital/BSF

The hospital is planning to expand its parking lot into an area that was previously groomed for skiing by BSF.  They have informed BSF that this area will no longer be available to them, and the parking that was used by skiers and as groomer access will no longer be available as well.  

This creates two problems, BSF is losing some of the best terrain in the Lindley ski trail system and parking at the Lindley Center is not adequate for BS’s needs.  GVLT has suggested expanding Golf Way for parking but there are no funds available for this.   

GVLT is negotiating with the hospital to groom some of the land they own east of Highland Drive and use the parking at the softball complex.  This parking area is not acceptable for Lindley skiing, as children would be crossing busy Highland Drive at the 4:30 – 6:30 PM time in winter and poor light conditions.  

